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ST BRIEFI 28 August 1956
- ALGERIA
1. In Algeria, during the past three weeks, terrorists, counter-
terrorists and Freach security forces have all reportedly stepped
up their activities,
Iz, fha rebels bave boen anntaatratiag their affarte on the city of

Algiers itself (pop: half-million)--pow described as an "armed

it : , »

canp”--and the city's eunvirons to a radius of scme 78 miles.

Rebel offensive operations generally take the form of pistol and

machinc-gua attscks on individuals, grenade assaults, arson,

ambushes, and ssbotage. Direct clashes with Freach security
forces are usually avoided,

A. The French consider thie increase in rebel stiength am! activity
in the Algiers d@paftmant to bk the resalt af success in Mrench
military actions in the Comstantine and Xabylie /Ea’Bill'esy
aastafs, and continue to express confidence in the ultimate
success of the French military campaign. |

B. Bowever, the French military effort is in fset nolprogressing

according to schedule and the government's goal o»f success by

totober nay airendy ;n beyond reach,
1. Iu the Eabylie region and Constantine-Bone sector, where
the French have claimed the greatest gainm for their
pacification campaign, sizable rebel bands (100 men and over)
are still oparatihg effectively. ““lzl
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2. Allegiance eéfauaniﬁa and dumaﬁstrztianﬁ attributed by
Franch authorities to the initiative of Hoslen groups
antl villages in the "pacified”ares wre reportisd -
25X1C - to be greatly exaggerated and often atggaﬁv by th
¥reuch, and the gul? between the European and Hoslem '

copmanities in Algeria still appesrs to be widening,

- &, Although forced by French countermeasores toogerale wore
esutiously and in ssaller groups, the rebels in recent weeks
‘have achieved some of their greatest successes to date
by skillful use of ambushes, and have also carried guerrilla
tﬁx!héa into several areas not previously affected.

4, Remistande leaders now clalm that the rebel movement at
ltﬁat posses
certain tyaaﬁ of amsunition and heavy ﬂ%ﬂﬁéa&.

ses sufficient small arms and nuw‘laekﬁ only

11X, With both sides in Algeria apparently markiag time on the yeiitical
i#aat pending devalaymants in the Buez crisis, the aati&ak for an

3 gaaﬁawiire or for serious nagcﬁintiana between tia ?raneh

end ﬁatiﬂﬁgizsts is sow considered dim.
Ao sﬂas has hnréaaﬁé attitudesr on hath Siéﬁﬁ and dispelled thaz,,w/
wors favorable aimosphere for negotistions that had been

developing.

fﬁgi Ia July, the Algerians had'agparantxy nodified thelr previous
&> adamant stand for outright freedom by demanding only French
) recognition of Algeria’s "right” to independence,
;) €, Now, however, the nationalisis have renewed thelr inmistence
{‘\\

that sany settlement 18 contingent on prior French recognition
ozt ‘g;% '

of Algerian ipdependence,
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For the French, the events at Huez and the Wesi's soft respoase

“to date §Xﬁ>$‘#3 &s‘kiﬁrtaning the Aigariun rah¢1g to continue

thetir strugge, and thus as undermining the “posiiion of strength”
??tﬁﬁé'klﬁ'hﬁﬁa seeking to establish through military messures
ae & foundation tor Algerian negotiations. | '
A. Rewever, if lingering ?ranah bopes for cuttlnx down Nasr
are digappointed, the Mollet goverament may he assisted
iz modifying its ¥iough" Aigarinnlyaiiﬁy_hy recent developmenis

involvisg two Ffrench political leaders tdentified as‘p#apnneaﬁs-

1. Robert Lacoste, the French minister residing in Algeris--
who stan§8 for "jscéfication first" and who could make
ﬁ;éiaas'tzsnbia for ¥ollet if tﬁvﬁrtg& agaa&y~§ia.sarieuslr
111. WNellet could replace hin without htviﬁg to rq§§éi§te
Lacoste's policy openly. | o -

R ﬁaxﬂh&1:&1;£935¢ Juin, himself Algerian-born and heretofore
& sywbol of ﬁltrxueﬂnﬁervaﬁiva Freonch imperial ﬁeatimegt,
pablicly called on 27 August for the graniing of a iarge
moasyre o6f internsl sutonowy to Algeria,
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Algeria, durxng the pasttthree weekq1 -errori' ,"counter--"p“’""é

,_3 rrorlsin and French securily forces ‘ha ‘hpedly'

1Pir actlvitie ‘ o V:w .

The -rebels ‘have been concentrating thoir effortq ‘on the city of
Alpglers 1tse1t {pop: half-million)-—-now described as an "armed canpyp
wad the city's enviarons to a radius of some 75 miles, Rebel offens v

wrations generally take the form of pistol and machine-gun attacis

radividuals grenade assaults  arsaon, arhushes, and savotare.

st viashes with Jrench secu o1ty forces are usus o v 1dod i

P VST
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"_;Jthe“Fféhchkhilité%yuéffbft is
““aecording to schedule andﬁfhefgoﬁérﬁmentis go;iﬁof success by“‘,*f
‘”Octobcr is now virtually beyond reach,

o In the Kabylie region and ConstantinefBone~sector, where the

French have claimed the greatest gains for their pacification
campaign, sizable rebel bands (100 men and Qyér) are still E

vperating effectively.

1
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nstrations by = -

a"hi'rrehqth;;,

reports are greatly exaggerated and often that the ceremoniers
are staged by the French, The fact is that the gulf between
the European and Moslem communities in Algeria still appears

Lo be widening.
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by French count

Although the rebe s‘have b en forh

more caut 1ou3‘

a ureszto;opera

'ifﬁavé also carried ggefrilla warfaré.inté several;a%egg not
k  Tpreviouslv atfected. | :

"4, Resistance leaders néw claim that the rebel movement at last

possesses sufficient small arms and now lacks only certaxp'

types of ammunition and heavy weapons.
On the. political front both sides in Algeria are apparentiy marking

aime‘pendihg developments in the Suez crisis,. and the immediate out-

inok for a cease-iire or for serious negotiations dim,

b
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“in July,.the Algvrians had apparently__
;.adamant Btand for outright freedom by demanding only “French:

recognition of Aigeria's‘ﬂright" to independence,

.., Now, however, the nationalists have renewed their 1nsistencef}hgt

e
-4

'Tany settlement is contingent on prior French regognition of

Algerian independence.

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000700080023-7



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000700080023-7

In the longer run, however, 1f 1ingeringtTrenc

:down Nasr are disappcinted ‘the Mollet government probably will b@v
persuaded to modify itsg "tough" Algerian policy And negotiatev‘ .
éfen if "pacification" 1ig no further advanced than at present.

A ,Repent developments 1nyolving two French political leaders

ijeu Lif 16‘(! as pIO one t ‘ t "]! v ' IV € n- ‘
5 ' r

.

ment |
with an opportunity to pursue’this*course when it feels

the time 18 ripe, S
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himself Algerian-born and heretofo:

" Marshal Alphonse Juin,
~conservative French imperial sentiment;

2 symbol of ultra
@qbiicly called on 27‘August for the granting of a large

measure of internal autonomy tolAlgeria.

-
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